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vacillation he would willingly have destroyed them. He
now entered readily into a plan for their discomfiture.
He first established himself firmly in his governorship of
Malwa, and having reduced that province to obedience,
he resolved to make himself master of the Deccan. He
knew a good deal about Deccan warfare and had in 1713
and 1714, when viceroy for a short time, protected it with
success against Maratha encroachments. His daring mind
conceived the plan of using the resources of that province,
which others regarded as nearly lost to the empire, to
oust the Sayads' dominion. He assembled twelve thousand
veteran horse at Sironj and then without warning crossed
the Narbada and marched southwards. The Say ads, who
had expected him to march on Delhi, were dismayed by
this unexpected move. The rebel's march was at first a
triumphant progress. The giant fortress of Asirgad,
which had for many years withstood the arms of Akhar,
surrendered ou payment of two years' arrears of pay.
Burhanpur capitulated on the same terms. Anwar Khan,
the governor of Khandosh, at once handed over his charge.
Rao Rambha Nimbalkar, Chandrasen Jadhav and other
Maratha leaders, discontented with Shahu, and a contingent
from Kolhapur presented themselves at Nizam-ul-Mulk's
cainp. Lastly, Qliaus Khan, the governor of Berar and
a Turk like the Nizam himself, brought to his fellow
countryman a body of veteran troops and a train of
artillery. The Nizam's head wa>s not turned by these eawy
successes. He knew that ho would soon have to face
Alara Ali Khan, a nephew of the Sayads and for the moment
viceroy of the Deccan. To Alam Ali Khan's help, too,
were marching Dilavar Khan, a Sayad like the two brothers,
and a Maratha contingent under Khanderao Dabhade.
The Nizam, however, had the advantage of interior lines
and lie resolved to destroy his enemies before they could
unite. Bis tactics were those which he had learnt in
Deccart warfare*. On the approach of Dilavar Khan, the
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